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heat of the Brlii ; for though from the timo when
6re was opened or, the head of the approaching
lino to the time when tho retiring fleet passed out
of tho onomy's rungo, covering an interval of two
honra and a half, (from half putt two till fivo.) vet
the essence of the fight wus abut up in these thir-
ty tremendous minutes.

Tile bust resources of tho descriptivo nrt, I caro
not in whoso hand, are feelilc to paint so terrific
and atvíul n reality. Such a fife, or onvlhing ap-
proaching 1. was simply never icon before. The
mailed ships are in the locus of a concentric fneof

pendod from a rabie six feet fn the water was a
largo projectile containing Beverul thousands
pounds of powder bo constructed that the lino
of fraction would bu forward and lattorly, nd

of being exploded from the turret by means
of ft lanyard. One of tliu two of these rafts which
hud boon brought down was attached to th

which for this reason was ussigned tliu
leadinjf posilion in til linn, (twins to tho purely
(.'primeóla! ohnrnrter of the device, however, the
projectile was not attached to the raft, but in us

uco a number of nr.ippllripf irons had been at
which it w..s hoped would be found of ser,

. ite o. Ami,ni. ano muring out torpedoes. In wine y aro removed only from four to ch'ht
tho course of getting under way these grnpphnii hundred yards, inul which hi all could nut have
irons hud liecunio fouled in ho anchor table, una mounted less than three, hundred guns. And

was the canso of the l, lay of tho Wcuhawkon derstnnd. these not Hie Holder oniuiincc, such as

the Ave powerful works already indicated, from

iraooers. wnicn lorm tlie ordinary
of forts, but ol tho very heaviest calihro-t- ho

linost ami lamest uoin trom til spoils of the
Norfolk Navy Vurd. the splendid and heary 1U

ami inch guns cast at lee Tredegar Works,
and tho most approved ImijjIku rilled ituna

ami others), of tho lurcesl cnlibre undo.
There was something almost pnthrtio ill the

Bpeetoclo of thuse little Heating circular towers,
exposed to fie ci'iisliiiig weight of those tons ol
metal, hurled againeHhem with the terrillc Tun'e
of modern projectiles, and with such charts of
powder aa were never before drei d of ill artil-
lery firing. Hilringthoclimaxoftholiro-- huil-
lín d and sisly hln is were oounted in a single
minuto, hoineoflho cooiinamiers of the iron
rlads alterwurds told mu that the lint stuck their
vessels us last us Ule lickllij Ol a watch, and Hot
loss than thirty five hundred rounds could have
been tired by tho rebels during the briol' engae-inen-

..,
It was less of the charaoterof an crdinniy artil-

lery iloel, mid moreottlie propnitlona of u war of
tho l itana in tho elder iiiylholonies, or like to the

'lliirricuno eclipse ofthe sun.''

thickness cach.ancl spending its force on tlie pilot
house (which is placed on the top of the turret).
in which it made a crater tlireo Inches (loop, ami
producing such a shock in tliu pilot bouse as) to
start its lopand raise it three inches! Had not
tho force of the impact been broken on flic turret,
there can be little doubt Unit this shot would hum

K.u nrw uiiuiipi Ull- llllL IIOUSU. AOOUier S1I01
hit the turret, forcing the place Blillck inwards,
and producing a big swell on tlie interior. Tho
eunie shock disabled the carrimre oí tlm if inch
gun, hile portions of tho interior iron ciisíiil' fell
iloivu, and ludaiog in tho groove of tho lurjnt,
stopped its revolution.

Tlie Nantocket. laisides rfceiviiii a number of
wounds, had her turret so jarred that tho cover of
the port could not be opened, nlnl collteipielitlv
the Hi inch gun cmild m.t be used.

I'liesethreoaio all of the Monitur type.'
In addition, llioothor .Monitors eoeli received

sinus more or less, Uiongli not disabiing lliein
I Inn the Katal.ill was hit twenly limes. The
worst wound was trom n rifled shot, which broke
llio deck pliil nii! forward, it. break.
ing a beam bemmtli.nnd spending its liirro on an
iron siaocnion, wlneli it settled hair en inch.

The Iromides was fredilentlv struck. Don nf
the shots broko oil' and carried away one uf her
pott shutters, ml wooden bows wei penetra
led by shells, thoiiuh thev were prcvenied Irom

doing the damage lliey otherwise must llavo done,
by toinmoiloio I arner a precaution of protecting
iso exposed part of tho vessel with niuillnigs.

r.ai uiB poor ivooxuli -- sue, ol ull otiléis, was
tlie most fearfully maltreated.

Such were tho results of Ileso thirl limites'
(ire which presented theiii8elvesto tho naval chief,
when the reports came In the day alter the but-

tle.
Admiral Oupont calls no councils of war; but u

his own n ilion deci Jed that the cnlilest must end
here. This aftenmon there was an informal tnth-- 1

lads on board Ihu

slop, l.orely win ever n fljctso commanded.
Those men are llio very flower of the navy. The
lips niustrele-eihe- oliico to one who would
iircothi' a whisi.ni of against their coui- -

aite or devotion. Now there was bat ono opinion
shared in common by all these un fi unless-
ness oi lenewing me aitacK at present. U't ns
see on what consideration their opinion is found-

ed. '.

Viewed strategically, (,'hurleston harbor forms
u"cill oesnc, lour miles in lencili livin its- en
trance at Fort Sumter no to tho citv. This blind

H In e the Meet is receiving the lira trom flielerine ofthiicapliiinsol'lholr,

and of the whole of the licet.
It takec un hour to put tics multe to titlits, and

at 1 -- 2 o'clock the lieet is once more under way.
Depend npun it, then- were two parlies thai

watched In; progress of the iron -- t with aa
intensity ol interest that wonisnrn toil feeble .to
e.v press -i- ve; spectators, from our vessels, and
still more interested spectators in tho foils, who
kept up n perpclnal signalizing of its upproach
from point to point.

Slowly tlie leading vers I, fullnwoil by the other
eight iron dads, moves up the Main Whip t'lianiiol

tho shore ol Morris Island, against which from

our poinl. by which wo measure tho progress of
Ilia Heel. The ilrst buttery to whose lira it will
lio exposed is Fort Wi g ier, and olio Uses his eye
on it anil on Hie Wmhawk'-n- approaching nearer
and nearer, for the lleet will ihciu undergo its first
llery baptism.

She, with tremulous nn.viety, comes within rango
of the fui!; lire film passes across it; still no
fire! sillo comes an. aad iii.,,.u llm
same silent re plion; anil so on, one bv one, till.
with the Iv okuk. the whole nine lile by withoul.
asin-jl- shot I'niin llus seemingly forrnidable work.

.Inir,ti:lio,whilo tlie.llert is' passing Wnuner
nemon sien, ine lending lias come np with
Ule IleiL inul if I he same
silent reci'plimi lor lliu whole II. at What is tliu

meaning ol ti,i. tin a nv in obviously luihline
back his lire uiilil ho cuu deliver it with tiie greal--

.,u,r . ,, x,.
i no inn.- nas now passed across Morns Island

and rounds to make the entnincent tho harbor,
coining witinn tlie circle ot the lire of Port bum-- !
ter, and tho bntteries on .Sullivan'! Island. The
B'lspenin pnilifal,

"Thüre was ilencedeepns deitii.
And tho boldest held their breath
Fern while."

In an instant a hollow snunro of Brooke rises
from the top of Sumter n hollow sipiare of ilaaiii

.u,.u, v.uati ..'luiitiiicihin ,ovos ureail
clamors" bursts on tho ear. and a whoio broadside
streams down Irom tho barbette guns. It ii pre
ciseiy lour iiiiiiuies past tnree In mo olternoon,
Whilo the Woehuwkiai is receiving this lire, llio

libera are gradually coining up to tin- sumo nosi

tion; but Ihu leading vessel, of passing on
aburo Sumter, so as to place herself In tho pros-
cribed station opposito Ilia northwest fac.o, Blieers

off to the right, and lays estopped between Sum-

ter mid uullrie.
Heavens! what can he the matter?
From our point of view, no cause for this

for development can bo perceived, bnt lo
those on tile eelniwken it 13 olllv too upn.trelll.
alrelcliing from u point clo.-- to llio iiorllieaslern
angle of Sumter, completely across the chan--

passage vanes in ni.ith bom oue to llireo miles, jn' causo to fear, gavo muun undoitlited riglii'
is capable of benrine defensivo works un each protect nwsell agaiost it., h,! ..,.;! Sua ,ii ,
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Tho following narrativo will, it is hoped, iiiliml

material for a jast appreciation of tho events that
transpired in Clmrli'sluii harbor to day, during
thoBe two brief but pregnant hours. It suecos-ear-

to premise, however, that in this contest
everything is so llovol and unprecedented that we

must be cautious In applying; the old stundurd of
judgment Jo a new order of events.

Terrific though the action of today wan, it can
hardly bo called a buttle, for tho licet only felt the
outposts of the enemy, and. owing to tho obstruc-
tions, it was never even able to rilace Hf where
it wu designed to begin operations namely, on

the northwest face of ort Sumter. It w.ia, m Let,
inouju not in name, yet in reality, a recomióla-

iici in force. Kvcry thing was untried. Jloth
the work to be done, and the tools with which it
was to be done, were comparatively untested. Wo
knew but imperfectly tho engines wo ivoro to Use
niriinst the enemy, and wo knew still inoro Imper-

fectly the engines the enemy, were to uso nguinst
ui. It is unfortunate, no doubt, that tins revolu-
tion in the means and methods of olleiisive and
defensive warfare now dawning on the world, and
the urgency of the strut-gl- in which the nation is
mgaged, should have necessitated tho hazarding
of great battle, on elements which are hut un-

known. The trial, however, had to bo made. It
has been made, and thoiiyh we aro not gainers in
what is always Hie aim of battle-dir- ect material

uccoeses we have at least enriched our experi-
ence with tout which, rightly profited by, will yet

, bring success.

it would be folly lor mo to conceal from you
mat me result ol this reconnoissance produces

- u" "Ionia oi uop.ejooiceu
observers-t- hs conviction ofthe utter iiisnlliciency
ui our iiou emu ueob w iuko narieston alone. I
feel it necessary at the outset, however, to indicate
to you briefly tho considerations that go to creute
this conviction; and tho more bo that I readily
foresee that there will some who, simply

he whole fleet was not left at the bottom of
Charleston harbor, will be disposed to assert that
the trial was inaullicient, and will bo clamorous lor
a renewal of it.

'i'ho result of the engagement, as already indi-

cated, was to put out of the light live of tho nine
ironclads. One of these llio Keokuk, or Whit-

ney battery was so horribly riddled ihat though
she was bi ought out to her old unclioruge, she has
sunk.

The other four, though, now that they coma to
be examined by the engineers, fortunately prove
to be not so injured but that they can bo soon re-

paired, were yet bo damaged ss to be put for the
time being "hors du combat". Kenioniber now.
that this tremendous effect the disabling of one
half the entire fleet was accomplished in less
than half an hour. Remember, again, that this
took place simply nt the entrance of the Inferno of
fire through which the fleet most have had to pass
to reach Charleston, and that there Is before it a

double line of batbsries stretching up for four

miles before the city is guined, at each, point of
which the ships must hnve been exposed to a lire

equal in Intensity to that it felt under tho walls of
nuiuter. bat, hnally, remember, that rebel artil-

lery wai not the most formidable foe our ships had
1o withstand; that, commencing at the point our
Hast reached, directly across from Sumter; and ex-

tending all the distance up the city, are successive
lines of piles effectually burring the progress of
the vessels, and detaining them at kuowu range
within the focus of fire; that there are other lines
of nets and ropes, for the purpose of fouling the
proiiellers, and that the whole channel is studded
with submarine batteries, of proportions never be-

fore dreamed of in naval warfare,
And now, before the horrible fascination of
shall whirl all thoughts and feelings into a

tmnaltaons chaos, is it possible to realize for a
moment the true natura of the sitnatiou Before

OS!

With respect both to the obstacles we are to
nestaud the engines with which li are to meet
them everything is novel and unprecedented.
Comparison Is simply impossible, for where there
are no points of resemblance comparison is out of
the question.

But can you imagine If one were permitted to
play with the elementa of time and apace the
abide of Nelson transferred front his gun deck off
Trafalgar, after but little over half a century, and
placed on board oue of those iron craft before us;
and can yo imagine the lensitiou ofthat con-

summate master of all the element! of naval war-

fare as knowrrin hisduyf He mast be helpless
as a child, and bewildered as a man In a dream

Precisely at half past twelve o'clock the fleet
begins to nova on to the attack. The line of bat-

tle ii formed in the order assigned to each

.. ship in the admiral's programme, and the position
is marked on the diagram the Eeokuk, which
brings up the rear of the line, lying down nearly

hut could not obtain any nlher reply than tliat it
was none of my (iod -d business. 1 reiicated
the question several lioi. lll( m smu
answeis with the except ion that Ilio countersign
was not demanded more than once, and ho added,

ion cannot pass liere." I exiawtulaleil with hint
opon such conduct, and tohthun In remember that
OO WHS 001 Oil tlHiy, Ullll llllll 0 Tight tO be tllerS
ami stop mo from proceeding, and that ho must'
l'i me pasa. 1 akod linn if he kiiew who ho wja
talking to, and then gave him my nomo and tank

'

telling him ulso that I was going to the front under'

orders, and even my business ihuro, but it wus of
no avail. Jlp answered: "Ido not carea (Jod

- d w ho you are' 1 again told him that I should
pass, mid warned him eoveral limvs to got out of
my way, and attempted to proceed.' lie thereupon
pn't himself in a determined altitude to prevent my
proeress, and brandishing his sword in one hand
end having his ylher on n pisloL (as I thcu.

'
snpii.ised.) made a movement toward me with the
evident design of using the llld at tho same
lime stutd :T will ho (Iod -d if vou sliair "It '

'
was at this noiot that ussd m'v ,w.in li
sccoied Hint the moro 1 endeavored to uersuude
incinere obstinate ho became. Nothing but the
ctinioilcrat Ion Hint inv lll'n w,m ih rl,mna H.l,inh

hud every reiisou to fear, and tliu duty that wsi,
iucuiiibenl. upon mo at that particular time, when
an attiirk upon our lines was apprehended, would.
have justified me in my own mint in1 taking the1

measure i men mui as a soiriior ol long aurrwe,
I aincoiivinceil that you will recognrni the noce-- "
sity and lawfulness of the act. however much yon'
may regret that it was ono of your number that"
caused it, end none docs more' than myself; for,,
although I had ncyer beloro soon Cul. Kimball,
that, I u nwaro of. I hud learned to respect hiei
lor his gallantry iii several engagements of tho prr-
i;i,i, uiir. itwus eoi until uller llio ocoummcii

'Hint learned who it was; but had ho hnnn rn

'"'' friend 1 tunnotsei- bow it could hnvo resnlted
otherwise from the part he acted on thnt oecasior!
" i' no authority to demand the domitorsiira. í
would have been derelict in my duly had yielded
lo his demand. His relnsalbigive me his name1,1

or rank, or inly information about lilmv bf npin
what authority (If uny) ho assumed to note ill o
to ''eing, as yon ore well awaro, that lie mi
noic especially as Ins request was couched m tho
terms I have stated and tliu enemy was itmiiediati .
ly in our front, called upon mo to net; with ntoiai
than ordinary precaution in revealing thu couuUii

sign, una not unless to one entitled lo it.
Hut, besidcB this, tho personal violence t had

1 intended lo havusenUlns statement, .before,
but my ilotiea for the pust few days have prevented
ir. ano i navo now oeeo ooiiged lo niflko it hurri-

edly, hoping thereby to correct uny ommbnirs in(J

preisions tlmt may liayn Ijcejijiiudu.aud to prevent
them In the future.

I will only ha too glad Ib llave un official
of the mailer ut any time.

1 am, Colonel, vour obedient setvant. ;'

MICHAEL CyltCOIÍAX1" "'

...!
'

,1 ,. .,
Prigadier (Jenerai '

southern ajowa.. i

ARRIVAL or r.SIO.V PRlSOSRlr!, " '"
t'lomlhflKieriisonitEininiaerloth.

' '",'''
'Tlicro wore received at t ho Libby Tri'son, on

Wednesday, four hundred and twenty three
of war from the West, being a portion of

those captsred by (Icncnil Forrest, in his dash on
llrentsvilln, Kentucky. They aro componed !f
the Twenty second Wisconsin and
.Michigan Kegimonls. Thieo I dice) moreoftho
sumo lot will oirivo to (lay, iind tho addition will
make about a thonsontlpriionere in the lsbhyjall.
A Hug of tmoo will enrry oil' about one half tho
number either to day or to morrow.

LAIiOltKHS WAVI'Iííi."" "';'"
The F.xnmincr contains tho following; ndvcrlise-men-

"laborers wanted; freo, laves or' white.
Knglneer Oepartment wish' to hire one thousand
laborers to work on the Kichmoiill defenses. Will
pay ono dollar pur day, ration! uul ntedical atten-
dance," ,' .,

m AHvi..VNi)i-:r.- ix tub coxPEnEÜuoV
ln the Confedorato Sciiato on Thursday; Mr.

Russel, from tho Committee on tho Indiciare; re-

ported back the bill lo provide for placing io Uio
military service ofthe Confedorato Sutes citizens
from Maryland, residing or sojourning within the
limits ofthe Confederacy.' Committeo ask to lio

discharged from its further consideration; and that
it be referred to tlie Military Committee.

Tho Committeo on tho .Judiciary express the
opinion tlint Congress has power to pass law.",'

Mr Vest. ofMisstmri, was opposed to making
Maryland tho special' snhject ot (longtMnonsl
action in this respect, lie proposed to offer an
amendmunt, if ho had an opportunity, to provide
for nlacing Mnrylundcrs nnd foreigners in military
service bo ns to giro it broader application.

,ii r. i' ooio proiniuju against any action for thr)

purposo of paiticularizing tho peonía of tho .State

conscript' law nil persons of a foreign birth, with
their specillod aires. ' " ' n

Mr. Hoyee, of Soulb Cnrolúuv hoped the bill
would be referred to tin) .Miblry Committee, He
thought it was a subject of much importance.

Mr. Footo withdrew his motion to instruct, and
the bill wns referred to tho Committee on Military
Affair!, ii . r. f

The oflltlnolS.
ill

Thu Chiongo Times Bayj, in nuiwer to the many
cnliimuies respecting the sentiments ofthe Domo
ends of that Stato.that "thoro is not in Illinois a
faction, and wa do not believe there il co. indiv-

idual of the Democratic party,' contending for
iieone nt any price.'. Tho Democratic nartv of

number of Democratic county convention! teceotg
ly held: Not a word on be found in airy-o-f thaw
resolutions looking to a settlement of the national,
diüculties on any other teroii than tb Uroon.
not ona word. If there is a Democrat ia IlltnoM

wbolookstoasettlementoftbo national diffloai
ties on any terms other than the Union, we do not
know him and han not heard of hlrn."

tiel to I' ort aleulli le, is a sti.ut hawser, flouting on cnartie is passed up rapidly lioni below; the behind."
lager birr ca.ks, on which Vo hung iiels, shot, weighing pounds, is hoisted up by mo- - think I nm justified in siiying that llio

and cables, stiuug with torpedoes. The clianical appliance u, tho muzzle of the gun and and Lis sliill'.'and tho 'aptalns commundin" tho
vessel comes aluiil tins, whisks uii tho lust- - rammed home; tho gnu is run out lo the port, nod inn lleet. hnvo .ill Aur u..ll nn.l.r.i,ul A,. I,

side nod on sliuiil places in mid channel.
On these nnturul ailvantlliies have he,--

lo bear thelinest eugineeilog skillin tho Confed
eracy (and it was tlie newer ol llio genius or the
country) daring n period of two years. I,ee,
Beauregard and liipley in succession have exhaus-
ted their professional efforts Ui luuko it impregna-
ble. Kverytliing Lliat the most improved modern
ni'tilWy and unlimited resources of labor cun do
has been done to make the passage of n fleet im-

possible. And it Is impregnable. Sebastopol was
nothinirtoil. ;

Our lleet got but to tlio entrance of tho harbor.
It never got witliu: it. Ilud the iron dads

in lliu uOstraLliuus, they Would
si ni na. o ionio looso nines oi nattoncs to run- .-
'I ..l.i k....-- i ... i. r ....
Uu. i,f,rt.,lj ,,f innii.'j l,,.ll ...;,.i n .

Ihking legend. "Who colors hero leaves bono

nial was given lliein lo do, and that they enter.
luined no illusions regarding It. lint both the
nnn ami ihnnirfwoi .,,1 tu nnt.iin l ni,.
sions ns to the nature of the woik to lie done, and
delusion as to tho instruments with which it is to
be done. They saw all tlio weaknesses ofthe
monitors ns well as tho strength, They know that
their powers had never been tested,

lint with tho usual liberal logic which charac-
terizes them, our peophi took everything (or ernn-te-

Hero was a universal panacea fur all our
ilk Hero was it key to unlock all riddles. Take
these Iron dads. says tho Navy Department, knock
Sumter into a brick pile, and snii proudly np Ui

demand the surrender of Charleston. Indeed, so
preposterously did the government regard tho matter

that it was thought oven unnecessary to have
n co operating laud expedition. It will astound
tho country to lenrn that the whole fotco which
Ceneral Hunter could spare from his limited com-

mand was under seven thousand men! 01 courau
he could do nothing against the furce ready tu
oppose him. information reccivod from the
.Spanish Consul, who came out from, that city a
few weeks aso, tho rebol troops for tho defence of
( .'harleston numbered at that timo j5,0t)0 men, und
their railroad facilities would easily enublu them,
In twenty four hours, lo bring the force up ton
hundred thousand, (lenorui llnnter frankly told
Admiral Dupont that lie could do nothing to aid

,,, iu litcui u, u o ine ire i' iu
none: III

Uu the older belro giren to liisrecnrd the move.
mrnts ol the llagship. the brilliaii.ly uedacious
ilhind ran his ve,scl. the klckiik, op'through the
ouiHis, uiiii lam ii seeiliinuly nn.ler lao very wulli
ol nuuilor, and wiihm u lull ore than llvo hue- -
died yards from it. l.:,u heliiad him. within six
Iiuiuired yards ol the li,; is tlie Kat.,kill. nun.
manileu uy Hodgt-rs- , a soul nt courage
compact; and to both ol Ihem one could mil help
applying Ilia exclamation of Nelson at Trulolgar:

how (lolhngwood. Ihat noble fellow, car-
ries his ship into the fighl!'1

L'loso by lile Montauk, commanded by tho hero
orden; whilo not Inr removed ore tho I'assaic.

me i ainpsco. the Nnhaiit. tho Nantucket, tho
Weehawken and the Ironsides.

The whole lleet is devoting itself mainly to tho
face ofF'ort Sumter presented lo it, with the ex-

ception of tho Ironsides, which, from its position,
can do belter work on Fort Moultrie, and is
pouring forth its terrific broadside from its seven
LO inthguiiu on that work.

Could you look through thusinokcand through
tho Hume lit purls, into oiiu of those revolving
towels, a spectacle would meet your eye such us
Vulcan s smithy might present, lloro ara two
Imue guns which form the armament of each

one 11 and the other i j inches in diurno-

tor ot borp. l ie Ulinnel's. Iicrrimed wilh nmv,l.,r
"Ud stripped to tho waist, are luadim: the aun.
The char-- o of powder-th- ilty live pounds to each

' '.
-, u.uiiviaii iui an ios -

taut, the capiain ohlio gan stands bohinil, lanyard
in hand "Keaily, lire! and the enormous nroioc- -

Wo rushes through its huge parnlvlu, with the
weight of ten thousand tolls, lioiuu to its mark.

Tlial mark is tho face ol Soulier, which already
displays pulnnbfo prools ol thu horrid impact-- Half

a dozeif ugly pock marks show conspicous,
and n huge crater was formed in lliu parapet near
the eastern noglo. We look with interest at these
effects, and look forward with good hopo to see-
ing a broach ut length ellbcted,' if only the iron
cluds cuu remain lung cuough under lire to batter
uway,

II only they could hnve remained
Hut what craft, pray, conld remain under such a

hurrienno of fire? And what is this coming down
out of tho light; h is tho Keckuk -- we know her
by her doublu turret. She has defled Snnitr un-

der its very walls, end now comes out to report to
the ling ship that shu has received tier death blow
ami is in u sinking condition The flag ship her-
self has had ono of her port abutters shot away,
thus exposing her gun dock, and rod hot shot has
peueirulid her wooden bows. In addition, three
others showed signs of disablement, iind there
little muro that sufficient daylight left for tho (loot
to gain its old anchorage So tho admiral at 6

o'clock made signal to retire.
lieyoud tbo lact that half the lloct was disabled,

neilhur thosu who were engaged, nor wo who
wero spectators, luid meuns of ascertain-
ing uio- - uauiru ot nm damage our iron
cluds had sustained until tho fleet had
tired and resnmcd lis old aiiclioraseolf the shorn
of Morris Island. At tho conclusion ol the ficht,

0 .l I .l....:J .1 r -However, i oouiioeu LOO use 01 a Slcain lllg, atlU
was thus enabled to pass from vessel to ves
sel, I spent tbo entire uight in this work, end
have thus tho means to report definitely of the
amount and nature of tho damage tlioy received.
rrom ine namro oi mo cireuunuinoos, tho s

can bo purely of a descriptivo character;
without any claim to Ecicntific precision.

The Nahont received in all thirty wounds, sov- -

eral of them bod fractures of tlio deck and Bides,

below and nbovo the water linn. Tho most fatal,
blow, howovor, was giwu by n heavy rilled shot,
which struck the pilot house, aud dislodged sev-
eral of the bolts, oue of which, driven violently
inwards, wounded all of tho inmates of the pilot
bouse the captain (Ciipt. Downs, of Moisoohn-setts)-

the pilot (Isaac Scolield, New Jorsoy) and
the quartermaster (Fdward Cobb, Massachusetts).
The quartermaster had been strnck by tho bolt on
tho back of the eknll, which received o compound
fracture. Whon 1 saw the poor follow, Intent
night, he was in a state of coma, his life ebbing
away.. He died this morning. The pilot's wound
was a severe contusión ol the neck and shoulder,
and he ii doing well. The captain received merely

slight contusion of the foot. Other bolts were
driven in the turret also, and the following wore
woundedtT-Joh- n McAlistcr, seaman (Canada),
concussion of brain; John Jackson (Massachu-letts)- ;

Roland Martin, seaman.
..The PaBaicalso recoived twenty flvrt or thirty

wounds. The most extraordinary shot was from a
large 10 inch rifled projectilo, which ttraok tbo
top of the turret, scooping out a huge portion of the
iron, breaking oil of tho eleven píate of an inch

entanglements with its propeller, is thus deprived
of all motive power, and is at the mercy of the
current, lo bedrifled nslloro into tlie hands of the
rebels. If this fatality was not actually realized
by tho ion dads, it wus owing to the admirable
skill of the captains of the foremost ships, who.
when their vessels were just on the point uf foul-

ing, sheered off, and saved themselves and the
fleet.

The right hand channel being thus obstructed,
it remains to see what can be dona with tho left
between Sumter and Cunilnhig's Point, llutthia,
too, is still moro effectually blockaded by n row uf
piles, rising ton feet above the water, and exten-

ding acroBs the whole width ofthe passage. look-
ing up the harbor, another row uf piles discloses
itself across from liipley on the
middle ground to Fort Johnson. It does not
stretch entirely across, however, for midway is an
opening, inviting the passage of the fleet. Sub-

merged in tho water undertnitth that opening, is a
torpedo filled with incredible though the

may seem, it Is un actual fact tivn thou-

sand pounds ofpowder! Furthermore, above this
first line of polos is a second, uud above the se
cond a third while above all, aud just behind the
upper line ot obstructions are the three rebel iron

'

cluds drawn up in battle army, vomiting huge
clouds ui smoke.

You cun readily conceive that this unlooked
for estoppel utlerly deranged theonginal intentions.
I be rebels were tj into us well aware as we that tho
nortuwesi isoe oi aumter is us weuKest point;
that it was, In lact, uevnr finishi-d- , and, therefore,
that it would be fltst attucked; and they need
means, which admirable engineering skill would
suggest, to prevent our reaching it.

Thus brought to a pause, it uniy remained for
the iron dads to tuke up such positions ns they
conld. And thu complication was further increas-

ed by the ill behavior of the flugship, the Iron-

sides. While Bteaiuing along up through the
in front of Sumter, she is caught by the tide-

way, and veered off from her course, and hor hugo
iron frame refusing to obey her rudder, bIio be-

comes in a great measure unmunugeabto. Tins
embarrassed not her only, but all that poition of
the fleet following her. The two monitors im-

mediately behind (the Catekil! and the Nantuc
ket,) fell loui of bar, the one on one side and the
other on the other, and it was (nil fifteen minutes
before they could be cot clear, and doss on

In this plight it only remained for Admiral
to signal to the fleet to disregard the move-

ments ol the flagship. This hedid, and the ships
then assumed Buch positions as were available and
they could gain, the whole number being at the
mouth of the harbor, between Comni'tng's Point
ind Sullivan's Island, and opposite the northeast
and eastern face of Fort riiiuiler, at distances from

ii hundred to a thousand yards. While the man-

oeuvres rapidly indicated In then paragraphs are
going on, yoe most not suppose the enemy II in-

active. The powerful woik on (Jomming s Point,
named battery Bee, opens, the long range rifle
ordnance of Fort Beauregard loia in, Moultrie
baria its heavy metal, the fifty guns that line the
Redan we!l the fire, and tho tremendous armsv
meot of Snmtet Tottjita forth it! fiery bail.

J neta now tnsnei a penoa oi not mora than

him. He could garnor in what ihe navy reaped. of Maryland, by placing any indignity upon them,
bill he could do nothing in tlie heat und labor of He would not aid In making tho' fact known that
tho field. 'I'ho military force, indeed, never got there was nny doubt ciiteitainotl that those people
any further up litan Stono inlet,! dozen miles from were citizotid of tho Confedorato States,
('harleston harbor, wherei twos to eli'oct n landing No was in favor of placing io servtce nil thoso
on Folly Island, for tlie purpose of making a roreijtnors who were here engaged in extortion, hut
version, 1 can make no report of what was done, tho bill proposod to inflict an insult upon tho

anything, but il had no direct bearing on tho ' riotic Marylandors to which he Would never
in hund. Thusloft alene, the naval chleflsent. .He moved that the oammittefl be- instructed

had eleven hundred men (the whole force of tho to rpport a bill to iucludo io tho operation of, (he
iron fleet), with which to take nnd hold a dozen
forts Could tho ecstasy of folly further go.

The Shooting ofLleul. Colonel Klmhall

i I.F.TTER FROSt nfiXllRAl. CORCOBAX.

UAD(n's First Division, Skvbntii
Army Cori-s- , Slkkoi.k, Va., April 17. (

Col, Hawkins, Commanding Ninth Regiment X.
Y. A. (Hawkins' Zouaves): ,
Coi,onw,: To prevent nny misunderstanding

send you a brier statement in relation to tho sad
nll'uir of Sunday morning, which resulted. I regret
to soy, in tho death of Lieut.Col. Rimliull.

About a quarter before throe o'clock a. s. I left
my quarters and proceeded along the main rond
toward the front linos for the purpose of having
tuo troops underarms at tnree ociock, in obeoi- - iiuuois isssperiecuy unneuootuequestioqoitne
ence to an order from the Major Ceneral commao-- 1 war aa it ever was on any question, and its exact
ding. When 1 arrived opposite the hospital oflpoiilion Is stated in Ihe conciliation resolutions
my brigade an officer, whoso rnnk I could not re- - which passed the Houseat the last sestiow of tho
cognise (the night being very dark), and whom I Legislature by the unanimous Tot! ofts DemoJ
judged to be inch only from Ihe feet of his having oratic member!, and in the molutiooi of the largo

opposite iigar, moose loiei, ana me oiueraexten-din- g

on at Interval! of a cable's length the Wee

'.. bswksn lesdiugthe tod. ..

; The head of the Une il lome four miles from tho

i . poiitioa the fleet is to make before opening Are,

and all the batteries u Morris Island they must
pass within easy range of each have to be ran.

The fleet li hardly in motion, however, when
the lending- - vessel, tha Weehiwken, stops, and all

m tli tulle! have to stop, alio, Theoaun of this
delay, us wa afterwards learned, was the derange-
ment of the raft whioh had been attached to tho
Wsekawkeo for the purpose of nplodiog torpe-

dee! and clearing away obstructions. This at-

tnmBDtii one ot the inventions ol.Hri Ericsson's
fertile genius, iod consist! of a rift about twelvt
fiat square, composed of tnuTtrte timben

prewoflh
..iiii.iessel Fiom th toward pro of thii ifft, nt- -

"'"'"'f" -:- ii,! ,

a sword, rushed out in front of me and ordered a
holt. Halting, 1 asked if it waa Doctor Heath
(one of the snrgeons of the Irish legion), and wss
answered by mother order to halt, with the addi-

tional remark, "It is none ofyonr (Jod 4 d busi-

ness, I waut the counursign."Periseivinc It waa
not the doctor, I requested to know the object of
hishaltingmo, nnd hia name, ruili, end authority,,thirty múrate!, which forms the climax ud whit

' " ''"" ": "' "'v ny.'i ..'.j ii. IPSHiCf 0 ft HI wj M.,r ,,,


